
HOW TO BUILD A WRITTEN EXPRESSION ? 
 

To organise : 
- First (of all) / To begin with, ... 
- Secondly / Thirdly 
- Then  
- Finally / Eventually 
 
 

Cause / consequence: 
- Because / because of (+nom) 
- since (puisque) 
- Therefore / Consequently / As a 
consequence / So, ... 
- That’s why  
- Thus (ainsi) 
-Given that... (étant donné que...) 
 

Addition: 
- Besides / Furthermore / Moreover / 
What is more 
- By the way 

To give your opinion: 
I think / I believe (that) 
I have the feeling / the impression (that) 
I’m convinced (that) 
To my mind / In my opinion 
As far as I’m concerned, ... 
I agree / I disagree with... 

Opposition / concession: 
- But  
- Whereas 
- However / Nevertheless / Yet / Though 
(cependant) 
- In spite of (+ nom) / although (+ phrase) 
 

To present an alternative: 
- On the one hand / on the other hand 
- According to... 
- As far as.... is/are concerned, ... 
- Contrary to... / Unlike 

To insist on an argument: 
- Actually / In fact (en fait) 
- As a matter of fact / Indeed (en effet,...) 

 

To give examples: 
- For example / For instance 
- That is to say (c’est à dire) 
- such as... (tel que) 
- In particular / particularly 
-namely (à savoir) 

To conclude: 
- To conclude / In conclusion, ... 
- In a nutshell (en un mot) 
- Last but not least (enfin, et c’est un 
point important…) 

 
Make a draft (brouillon) on which you just put your ideas with the important vocabulary. Try to be clear and 
organised. 
Don’t forget to make an introductory sentence. Separate your work into different paragraphs (skip lines). 
Present each paragraph. For example: First, I will talk about... Now I’m going to explain... Then we can say 
that... 
Don’t forget the conclusion !  
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